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For Immediate Release:

Business Opportunity: Purchase/Partnership

Description: Quapaw Canoe Company - Helena Outpost is offering a purchase or partnership opportunity for
someone who has a strong passion for rivers, outdoor recreation, and is ready to dive into a challenging but
rewarding business!

Instructions: Please read below. If still interested, please contact owner/founder John Ruskey
john@island63.com. Serious inquiries only please.

Geography: The Mississippi River forms 321 miles of paradise for paddlers along the Eastern Border of
Arkansas, and Helena sits in the center of it all. With a protected harbor and 2 boat ramps, Helena is the
ideal setup. Additional access to spectacular paddling on the White River, the Arkansas River, the St. Francis
River, the Cache River (ivory billed woodpecker?) and Big Creek -- all within an hour’s drive of Helena.

Requirements: Must live in Helena or be willing to relocate. Must be friendly and people-oriented. Must be
good with kids as well as adults. Must have good communication skills, and be able to speak comfortably
with individuals as well as groups. Must be a capable writer and typist. Must be computer savvy (both
Microsoft and Apple systems). Knowledge of Quickbooks a plus. Ability with Social Media a plus. Must be
willing to tackle challenges and learn new skills. We will train as needed. Must be a good team member, but
also must able to work independently. Must be passionate about the outdoors and the American wilderness
ethic. Must be physically capable of outdoor tasks (such as canoeing and kayaking) and moving heavy
equipment in preparation and/or cleanup of expeditions. Must have own personal vehicle and current driver’s
license. Must be honest, earnest and hard-working. We are all worker bees in this company; the river is the
gueen.

Other Helpful Skills (but not requirements): Experience in nature tourism. Wilderness First Aid, or other
medical training. Creative writing. Youth Outdoor Programming and Leadership. Natural Sciences. Adobe
software. Grant-writing.

About Us: Quapaw Canoe Company is a mission-driven small business based in Clarksdale, Miss, with river
outposts in Helena, Ark and Natchez, Miss. We are dedicated to exploring and sharing the beauty and
wildness of the Lower Mississippi River and its muddy tributaries in human powered vessels.

Arrangement: Partnership or Purchase opportunity, subject to negotiation, including long term association
with Quapaw Canoe Company: its systems, equipment (giant voyageur canoes), and internal mechanisms
(that have passed the test of time for safe operations on the biggest and wildest river in North America).

For more information about QCC: Please visit www.island63.com


http://www.island63.com/
mailto:john@island63.com
http://mailman.305spin.com/t/c.cfm?cid=40&sid=261&uid=1894&lid=198&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eisland63%2Ecom

Objective

This Partnership/Purchase will enable Quapaw Canoe Company to better establish itself in Helena and provide
higher quality service to its clients.

History

Statistics from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service show there are 24 million recreational paddlers in the U.S
(compare that to 11 million licensed hunters). Most Americans go hiking, biking and paddling in the Rocky
Mountains, Appalachia, the North Woods, or Florida to participate in outdoor recreation. The Mississippi River
is America’s largest undiscovered wilderness. Quapaw Canoe Company is seeking to provide better access for
paddlers right here in the heart of America’s Deep South.

We provide an essential link to nature in the heart of America on the biggest river in North America, the 3rd
largest in the world. 1155 miles of free-flowing river below St. Louis with countless channels, back channels,
side channels, runouts, passes and chutes to explore and get close to nature. Paddling brings clients closer
to the essence of the wild river than any other means.

Mission

Quapaw Canoe Company was established in 1998 to provide high quality wilderness experiences on the Lower
Mississippi River and its floodplain.

An opportunity in Helena

Quapaw Canoe Company Helena Outpost opened in 2008 at 411 Ohio in the historic district of downtown
Helena. In 2012 we purchased the most ideal location for a river business in Helena at 107 Perry (5548
square feet). Helena has the best ramp and the safest harbor for hundreds of miles up & down the river (in
between Memphis and Vicksburg). If any place is going to become the Canoe & Kayaking center of the Lower
Mississippi River it’ll either be Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez or Helena -- and Helena has better public access
and riverbank public camping. In addition, a public use island (Buck Island) is found within one mile of the
Helena Harbor. Buck Island has been preserved for public recreation by Arkansas Game & Fish. All of these
variables create the ideal combination for making Helena the springboard for Nature Tourism on the
Mississippi River. All of the pieces are in place. It is only a matter of time before Helena reaches the tipping
point and this takes off. When it happens, Quapaw Canoe Company will be there to serve and benefit!

Future

We want to expand our services in a wholesome manner, to better serve our clientele, and better protect the
river, and we want your help in a purchase/partnership to make this possible.
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